Mark the return of Spring by listening out for the cuckoo!
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Cuckoo Recording Card
Colouring: Upper parts: blue grey, breast: dark-barred white. Males and females similar, juveniles
grey-brown and heavily streaked.
Size/shape: Dove size. Slim body, pointed wings - like a small bird of prey, e.g. kestrel or sparrowhawk.

Call: Cuc-oo (males). Bubbling call (females). Call throughout spring. To hear it, log onto the
RSPB website on http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/c/cuckoo/index.asp
This bird is much more likely to be heard than seen.

Timing: Arrive from Africa in April and May.

Strategy: Don't build nests, but use those of other birds e.g. dunnocks, meadow pipits etc. In host
bird’s nest, female cuckoo removes one egg and lays one of her own. Host bird brings up
large cuckoo chick which pushes any remaining eggs or chicks out of the nest.

Occurrence: Found across Northern Ireland. More common in western parts but occurs in east also e.g.
Murlough National Nature Reserve in Co. Down.

Habitat: Wide variety but prefers rough marginal land such as hillsides, heathland, scrub
and marshes.

Status: Thought to be declining. Amber listed as a bird of conservation concern in UK and
Ireland. Protected under Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985.
Threats: Land use changes leading to loss of preferred habitats such as wetlands and marginal land.

For further information on recording birds go to www.habitas.org.uk or www.rspb.org.uk
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(e.g. 12/05/07)

(e.g. 2 heard) (e.g.J398340 / Picnic area at Murlough NNR)

Enjoy recording whilst taking care to avoid disturbance to wildlife.
Relevant access permission should always be sought prior to visiting any sites.



